1923 Vauxhall 30/98 - OE Skiff
OE Skiff
Price
USD 333 209
GBP 265 000 (listed)
Year of manufacture 1923
Gearbox Manual
Chassis number n/a
Number of seats 2
Number of doors 2
Drivetrain 2wd
Drive RHD
Interior colour Black
Condition Original condition
Location
Fuel type Petrol
Exterior colour Black
Car type Convertible / Roadster
Engine number n/a

Description
-

1923 Vauxhall 30-98 OE Skiff by Mulliner
Desirable Delage front axle and brakes
Mulliner Skiff 2-Seater body
Driven from Persia to Manchester in 1930
Excellent Driving car with superb history file

The early history of a vintage car can often be something of a mystery, but not so in the case of this fabulous Vauxhall 30-98. Chassis number OE50 was first registered on 16
August 1923 and supplied new via Arthur Graham in Manchester to a Mr Agar, whose business was based in what was then Persia. The Vauxhall was shipped out there to serve
as his company car.
Agar’s son, Charles, was clearly something of an adventurer, and had often thought about driving the car back to Manchester across the Middle East and continental Europe –
and in 1930 he did just that. The journey was written up in a two-part article for The Autocar, beneath the subheading: ‘An Effort to Drive from Persia to Lancashire that was
Partly Successful.’
Agar was convinced that it could be done overland in less than three weeks, but the trusty Vauxhall received no special preparation for the trip, with the exception of blocks
being placed between the axles and the springs in order to increase the ground clearance. At that time, the chassis was fitted with an open tourer body, and the rear seats
were removed to allow for the fitment of a 56-gallon fuel tank.
Other than that, Agar and his wife loaded ‘one wardrobe trunk, two suitcases and one gramophone’ and headed north-west. They covered 362 miles in the first 12 hours and
camped just beyond Isfahan, then struck out towards Tehran. Severe rain had caused the road to be washed away in places, and in the final few miles before Tehran they
passed no fewer than 32 abandoned cars.
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After some running repairs had been carried out, they headed for Iraq and went over the Asadabad Pass. Shortly before arriving in Baghdad they lost third and fourth gears on
the 30-98 and were forced to crawl into the Iraqi capital in second, but that was soon sorted.
The authorities forbade unaccompanied crossings of the desert to Damascus, so while in Baghdad they made arrangements to follow the Nairn Transport mail coach for this
unforgiving stretch. A holed petrol tank soon forced them to head back to Baghdad, where it was repaired and they once again set off – by now on their own – across the
desert. They caught up with the mail coach at Rutbah and Agar wrote that they ‘followed the great vehicle, with its light streaming over the sandy wastes, marvelling at the
way the drivers steered their course by the very vaguest of landmarks.’
On arrival at Damascus, they were repeatedly advised not to attempt to travel through Turkey, but Agar was in a determined mood and decided to give it a try. When he
crossed the border he was met by six soldiers with rifles – and matters went downhill from there. After endless battles with officialdom, including customs staff opening all their
food supplies, he decided to head back into Syria, abandon his plan to do the whole trip by road, and got a boat to the Italian port of Brindisi.
From there, progress was swift – although the 30-98 suffered its only puncture while travelling through France, and the Parisian traffic caused its own problems. After catching
the ferry from Calais to Dover, there was an overnight stop in London and then just the final leg to Manchester. During that closing stretch – and despite having driven through
the Middle East – Agar wrote that the weather was ‘perhaps more brilliant and uncomfortably hot than anything we had encountered on the whole journey’.
After that amazing trip, this Vauxhall 30-98 was sold in 1931 to Alfred Briggs, and then in 1934 to Maurice Ingoldby. It was during the latter’s ownership that the original
coachwork was replaced by the striking Mulliner two-seater boat-tail body that OE50 still wears. As befitting its status as a very early OE-model 30-98, it left the factory with
only rear-wheel brakes, but – wisely for a vintage car boasting such performance – a Delage front axle and brakes have subsequently been added.
The extensive history file painstakingly documents the care that this 30-98 has received over the decades, including a complete rebuild by renowned model specialist Arthur
Archer that lasted from 1977 until 1981. Further work was carried out in the mid-1990s, and OE50 is now presented in superb mechanical order and with an appealing patina to
the handsome coachwork.
Proudly offered for sale by The Classic Motor Hub, this Vauxhall 30-98 comes with a VSCC Buff Form and is eligible for prestigious historic events and rallies – all of which it’s
likely to take in its stride considering the adventure it had back in 1930.
MODEL HISTORY
Prior to the General Motors takeover in 1925, Vauxhall was a grandee manufacturer of prestige motor cars, and the origins of the 30-98 can be traced back to the ‘competition
special’ that the factory built in 1913 for Joe Higginson. Such was that car’s success in hillclimbing – then an influential and well-publicised form of motor racing – that a very
small production run followed, but only 13 cars were completed before war intervened.
Those earliest pre-war 30-98s cost £900 for the chassis alone, which was almost as much as Rolls-Royce charged for a Silver Ghost. Vauxhall had already built up a proud
sporting heritage, though, and in stripped form the 30-98 was said to be good for 100mph.
The model reappeared in 1919, although celebrated engineer Laurence Pomeroy left Vauxhall that year and the car’s ongoing development was left to Clarence King. It was
initially offered in E-type form with a 90bhp, monobloc, 4525cc, sidevalve engine developed from the unit that had been used in the ‘Prince Henry’ model. In late 1922, it was
updated into the OE-type via the use of a 112bhp, 4225cc, overhead-valve engine with detachable cylinder head.
Production continued until 1927 and totalled some 600 cars, the overwhelming majority of which were fitted with open bodywork. Semi-elliptic springs were fitted, and front
brakes were available from late 1923 onwards. Drive was transmitted via a four-speed gearbox and a transmission brake was fitted. Towards the end of production, hydraulic
actuation was adopted for the brakes and a closer-ratio gearbox employed.
Even though Vauxhall didn’t have a competition programme during the 1920s to rival that of other British marques such as Bentley and Sunbeam, the 30-98 nonetheless built
a reputation as an extremely well-engineered sporting machine with impressive performance.
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