1974 Datsun 260
Lot sold

USD 0
GBP 0 (listed)

Baujahr

1974

Getriebe
Chassisnummer
Losnummer

Lenkung

Rechts

Zustand

Gebraucht

Standort

Schaltgetriebe
R530000307
SA-0006808

Außenfarbe

Sonstige

Automobiltyp

Sonstige

Motornummer
Markenfarbe außen

L26045837
Orange/Brown

Markenfarbe innen

Black Vinyl

Beschreibung
The Datsun 240Z, (latterly the 260Z and 280Z) was the first generation of 'Z' two-seat coupés,
produced by Nissan in Japan from 1969 to 1978. Its dramatic looks owed a considerable amount to a
1960's styling concept drawn by Count Albrecht Goertz for Datsun, presumably at a time when they
were considering ways to break into the European sports car market.
The early cars were powered by a lusty 2.4 litre, straight six, overhead cam engine developing
around 150bhp resulting in a 0-60 time of 8 seconds and a top speed of 125mph. A five-speed
manual gearbox was standard and the car featured independent suspension all round with
MacPherson struts at the front and Chapman links at the rear. Rack and pinion power steering and
front disc rakes meant that the 240Z was a thoroughly modern package.
Continuing through the 1975-1978 model years, the 260Z coupé replaced the 240. The engine was
enlarged with a longer stroke to 2.6 litres with a consequential increase in power to 165 bhp and the
car was stiffened by the extension of the chassis rails and the addition of a rear roll bar.
In the 70s, 240 and 260Zs were hot property everywhere, and given that the car's drivetrain was
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heavily based on the 510 saloon used widely in motorsport, it was only a matter of time before Zs (or
the 24 ounce as they were frequently called) came under the scrutiny of those companies that like to
modify the road going products of mass manufacturers. One of the most notable of these was the
Samuri Motor Company, who in the early 70s, built modified 240 and 260Zs for sale as turnkey
offerings.
One such was Spike Anderson. Having trained at Broadspeed in the 1960s working on Minis and
Anglias, he went on to set up his own business called Race Head Services and one of the first cars to
benefit from his experience was a humble Datsun 1200 from which he managed to extract 105bhp!
This was the first car to carry the "Samuri" name, a deliberate mis-spelling as the 'Samurai' trade
name was not available. Having bought a standard 240Z in 1973, it wasn't long before the Z was
taken apart and put together faster. Very much faster. A UK car magazine published a glowing
review of Spike's personal car, and the next thing he knew the Samuri Motor Company was born,
offering modified Zs and performance parts to the buying public. Spike and the Samuri name are also
notable for the all-conquering, "Big Sam" 240Z full race car, but that is a story for another day.

This original Super Samurai is one of just two 260Zs built by Spike Anderson's Samuri Conversions of
Croughton. Understood to be the 10th Samuri built according to the Register it was converted to its
current spec using a gas-flowed cylinder head, three 48 Dellorto Carburettors, vented discs with fourpot calipers, deep chin spoiler, a period roll hoop and competition suspension.
The car was raced in the late 70s and early 1980s before being laid up for 25 years until being rediscovered in 2010, at which point it was found to be in remarkably original and basically untouched
condition other then a colour change from red to black. The discovery of the original (110) Red hiding
under the black enabled Spike to confirm the car's identity as genuine, and he remembered it fondly.
Shortly after unearthing the car, it was fully restored from the bare shell up by the well know marque
specialist Z-Farm at a cost of over £27,000. Included with the car's documentation and history is a
full account of this restoration including invoices and images.
Today, a genuine Super Samurai is highly sought after, and this is a wonderful opportunity to own a
car so perfectly reminiscent of the seventies when men had long hair, flared trousers, and drove
rorty, bright, 'look at me', Japanese sports cars.
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